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1) What was our role?
As an intern, | was in charge of participants registration and guidance, ques-
tions/ answers sessions monitoring, and checking the conference materials.

2) What presentation we liked the most and why?

Coming from a West African country, the presentation | liked the most was
the one related to Mali, presented by Dr. lbrahim Togola. The presentation
was about the wind power energy experience in Mali. Weather challenges in
Mali reflect the realities and challenges faced by the West African region. His
presentation showed how a low income and landlocked country can reach a
sustainable, clean and free energy through the efficient use of nature

3) Any other important information for future interns

| encourage future interns to interact a lot with the speakers and participants,
raise questions, discuss their dreams, their career, and their research interest.
The WCPC is full with amazing specialists and practitioners. They are all will-
Ing to share their views with us, we just need to approach them.

4) Personal Reflection
The WCPC is skyrocketing and nothing is going to stop it. My only recommen-
dation is possibly increasing the number of youth participants who attend the
WCPC, such as graduate students, startups, and CEOs. They will gain a lot of
insights from the WCPC.

5) In 10 years, what would you present about at a similar conference?
"How solar energy has changed people's life in Burkina Faso”
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1) What was our role?

The interns played an integral role during conference preparation.
We were assigned the following tasks:

- Guide for the speakers when they arrived at the train station

- Reception desk tabling to assist participants when they arrived
- Receiver collecter

- Photographer

2) What presentation we liked the most and why?

The conference introduced different renewable energy projects from 131
countries around the world , all working to reduce both the dependence on
fossil fuel and the GHG emissions. Several companies’ representatives pre-
sented past and under-development projects. To see how all those countries
are making efforts to fight against global warming was really interesting.

For this reason, | think the “Good and Next practice for 100% RE Regions &
Islands” session was the most interesting. During this panel, people from dif-
ferent countries explained how they promoted renewable energy in their city
or region. It was great to see how some places are commited to the advance-
ment of renewable power generation.

3) Any other important information for future interns

Itis important to foster a better understanding of the renewable energy move-
ment. One of the most important parts of the conference was the networking
opportunities.

4) Personal Reflection

A lot of renewable energy projects are developed locally but it seems that
there is no national consensus to develop the renewable energy. Each locality
tries to develop new projects but they don't work together to develop projects
atthe national scale. In fact, project ideas seem to come from the private sec-
tor because of the nature of the FIT scheme.



Japan differs from France greatly. In France, public institutions create the need. Public institutions analyse the energy needs
at the regional or national scale and facilitate investment based on interest levels. In Japan, the renewable power businesses
and the public administrations do not analyse nor create the need...the private sector does. Once again, it is due to the nature
of the FIT scheme which allows developers and investors to develop projects together with minimum involvement from the
local government concerning the capacity. Often, though, the Environmental Assessment threshold presents a limitation on
optimizing the profitability while avoiding any delay and additional costs due to the assessment.

5) In 10 years, what would you present about at a similar conference?

| would like speakers to provide more feedback regarding project development and operation phases. They presented the key
figures of their power plants but did not speak about the challenges (authorization, compromise, eventual odds from the part
of people who were living close to the installation---) they met and how they eventually resolved those challenges. This insight
would be helpful for project developers and investors attending the conference. Feedback on the project development and
operation phases is the real added value of a conference because most of the time it cannot be found on internet. Focus on
high value data is the key for countries in terms of renewable energy.

| also got the feeling that although everyone agrees to change things but few really know how to "'make it happen’. For example,
in the geothermal power business it is difficult to use hot water source because of onsen. In this case, support from local gov-
ernment to explain that there is no issue concerning the use of water for geothermal purpose is important. However, support
from the local government is not a big deal, a municipality will always welcome a project creating local employment and local
taxes. The challenges remain in: political incentives, project development expertise and financing.

-Political Incentives: the most important one is the FIT, developers and investors appreciate it because it is one of the
most important.

Financing: Japanese banks provide one of the cheapest debt in the world. At a very good price of electricity (FIT), it
allows low-profitability projects (renewable power projects) to materialise in Japan. However; when FIT decreases, in-
terest of investors decreases and thus the number of projects decreases as we can see with the solar business. Thus, it
could be greatto discuss the future of feed-in-tariff during the conference in order to attract more investors, financing
being the lifeblood of the projects.

*Project development expertise: As discussed before, this is the most valuable information.
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